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E.O. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: PREL, MOPS, BE, RW, UN, KE 

SUBJECT: TFRW01 : BELGIAN MFA BRIEFS UNSC AMBASSADORS 

ON ITS POSITION ON RWANDA CRISIS: 
HELP US GET UNAMIR OUT NOW 

REF: A) BRUSSELS 4285 B) BRUSSELS 4272 
C) BRUSSELS 4230 D) BRUSSELS 4209 

1. BELGIAN MFA INVITED BRUSSELS AMBASSADORS OF UNSC 
COUNTRIES TO A BRIEFING ON RWANDA TO EXPLAIN ITS VIEWS ON 
THE FUTURE OF UNAMIR. MFA' S SECRETARY GENERAL FRANS 
ROELANTS AND MOD CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL CHARLIER ADDRESSED 
THE GROUP. ROELANTS OUTLINED THE POLITICAL FACTORS THAT 
HAVE PROMPTED BELGIUM TO DECIDE TO WITHDRAW ITS FORCES, 
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FROM THE UN AMIR CONTINGENT. REFTELS HAVE ALREADY REPORTED 
POINTS MADE BY ROELANTS AT THIS AFTERNOON'S BRIEFING. 
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3. A SORT OF EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES HAD NOW 
SET IN, CHARLIER SAID. BELGIUM BELIEVED RWANDA WAS IN FOR 
A PROTRACTED AND BLOODY MILITARY CONFLICT. UNAMIR WAS 
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UNABLE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT CONDITIONS IN THE 
INTERIOR OF THE COUNTRY AND WAS NOT EQUIPPED TO WITHSTAND 
THE ATTACKS OF BETTER ARMED RPF OR FAR FORCES. IT WAS , 
THEREFORE , ILLUSORY, TO BELIEVE THAT A MEANINGFUL OR 
DURABLE CEASE FIRE COULD BE NEGOTIATED IN FIVE DAYS OR 
THAT UNAMIR WOULD NOT BE ENDANGERED AS THE SECURITY 
SITUATION WORSENED. 



5. ROELANTS CLOSED THE MEETING BY DISTRIBUTING FONMIN 
CLAES ' LETTER TO SYG BOUTROS GHALI REQUESTING A QUICK 
DECISION ON THE FUTURE OF UNAMIR. ROELANTS ALSO APPEALED 
FOR SUPPORT IN THE UNSC FOR BELGIUM'S POSITION. 
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